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Elizabeth of Awustria.®

Clara ‘T'schudi, the author of several
well-known lives of royal women, has add-
ed largely to her literary reputation by a
charming monograph on Elizabeth, Prin-
cess of Austria and Queen of Hungary,
whose tragic death at the hand of an
Italian assassin a few years ago startied
the whole world. The deed startled less
because an Empress had fallen than be-
cause she was known to be the innocent
consort of one of the most illusirious
houses on the Continent of Europe. She
had never exercised the faintest influence
on politles, and was In entire ignorance of
the plans affecting the political interest
of the country.

Princess Ellzabeth Amalia Bugénie,
Duchess of Bavaria, a daughter of Duke
Maximilian Joseph and the Duchess Ludo-
vica, was born at Munich on Christmas
Eve, 1837. Her early life was spent in
the fascinating. neighborhood of Pussen-
hofen, which her father had purchased a
few years before his death, Xere she
roamed at will, acquiring that graceful !
_physical development for which she was
distinguished. |

In book learning, however, at this early
period she was unusually backward, and .
she declared after she became Empress |
that she was the most ignorant Princess
in Europe, for she knew nothing but the |
first principles of some half a dozen lan-
guages, In addition to the knowledge she
‘had acquired while sltting on her father’s
Imee. Notwithstanding this unprepared-.
‘ness to assume the cares, responsibilities,
and turbidlence incident to the life'of a con-
sort to the ruler of nearly 40,000,000 of
people, at the early age of sixteen she be-
came the wife-0of her cousin, Emperor’
Francis Joseph I. Hse was but twenty-
 three. The wedding was celebrated with
great magnificence at Vienna, April 24,
1854. It is said that she was the youngest,
-and also the loveliest, Empress that had
.ever gmced the sceptre of the Hapsburgs
She is thus described:

Shewas tall.and slight, with delicate hands
and feet, and her.childlike features were reg-
ular and refined. A sweet smile was fre-
quently on her lips in her happier days,
her eyves were of dark blue, her complexion
was fair and rosy, and & wonderful effect

of beauty was produced by her abundant
‘ha.ir. whlch wh:.-.n down fell around her like

" Thus . this ‘beautiful S’outht‘ul Empmss,'
'witlmut experience or knowledge of the
world, flushed with the - contldence 'in-
. spired . by. youth, looked -forward -to days
of unalloyed enjoyment, but which were.
days of bitter disappointment, to end’ final-

lyatthehandofanassassin. -

_The anthor has vivid]_v brought out the
-womanly nature. striv!ng .te be ‘true to her-
self aswell as to her husband and subjects,
~over whom byiove. ld.ndness, -and consider-
ation ‘she. e::ercised. an infiuence of tran-‘
- scw:ndemt power. Her faults, whatever xhey
may have~been, she doés not. ove.rlook; but:
condones, ‘as proceedu;z from a nature. that
could .not . hrook: rest.mint. and found its-
chiei,delight in the woods a.nd mounta.lns “:
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Inﬁnatnre life the Emprm :beeame a
close stndent. Clever men of- her day: were ]
amazed “at -her: store of. in!orma.ﬂon. *Few
:were able’tn eqnal her:ln the- knowledge -0f .
“history, art, ‘and ‘stience: Notwithstanding
-thig intellectiay - activity, her life was one
ot ‘sadness. Estra.ngement ~from - her hus-i
ba:nd, m-hEaIth, and :fa.mils*' ntﬂiction. es-
peeially the. tragic end o: her son, -‘Rudolph,
‘heir to the throne. upon whom she lavished
.alt’ the attecﬂon of a mother, notwithstand-
mg hIs waywartl life. ‘all presaed . heavily
upon her and’ made ute bnrdensome. E
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" “The end ca.me “on the Jdth of September
1898, by, the dagger. of the Italian Anarchist
"ancheni. _,Herremains wers placed in the 1
‘crypt-of the old -Capuchin Church, We:unn., #

‘Where Tepose: the: bodies of the- Hapsburgs
_:gt many centuries. v
. Asﬁadaswasthenre otElIza.beLh, the
'-.authon lm.s introduced so > .much’ .ot her

c.l;m,rmint* personauty into ‘the’ book tha.t 1!:
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and heavy paper. A beautiful portrait in
color of the Empress embellishes the work.
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